
Eritrea: an invisible conflict



Eritrea was federated with Ethiopia in 1950. 

Eritrea has a long history of colonial rule.

Eritrea’s borders were established during the “Scramble for Africa” in 
the 19th century; it was ruled by Italy until 1941, when the country was 
taken over by the British.



Eritrea gained independence in 1993, following a 
30-year war with Ethiopia. 

Hostilities continued with Ethiopia for many years 
to come.



The People’s Front for Democracy and Justice 
(PDFJ) is the ruling party; other groups are 
banned from elections.  

Isias Afwerki (the current Prime Minister) has 
been in power since 1993.



The UN Commission of Inquiry established by the Human Rights Council 
found the government’s “totalitarian practices” and disrespect for the rule of 
law manifested “wholesale disregard for the liberty” of its citizens (source: 
Human Rights Watch).

There is no real freedom 
of the press. 

Eritrea has a very poor record on human rights.



Since 1995, Eritrean citizens have had to take 
part in indefinite military conscription, in some 
cases until they are in their 40s or 50s.

Those who refuse to participate are stripped of 
basic human rights. 



In 2015, the largest number of refugees seeking protection 
in Italy were from Eritrea (40,000 people). 

Most seek asylum in Germany, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and Norway (source: Open Migration)



Our media analysis found little to no 
discussion of the causes of conflict or 
repression in Eritrea.

It was described as a repressive 
regime, but with no explanation given
for why this was the case. 



“Eritreans have become 
opportunists who can 
never stand for justice and 
democracy. Specially those 
in diaspora who support 
the evil regime.”

The only exception was an article called 
‘Outside looking in: What’s it like to be an 
Eritrean abroad?’ (Guardian, 27 July 2015), in 
which comments were encouraged. 

“Son of ex-freedom 
fighters. Born in 
Britain. Passionate 
about the history and 
fate of my people - on 
both sides of the 
border.”

“The cultural, linguistic, ethnic and historical closeness of the 
Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples could have become an asset for 
both Eritreans and Ethiopians. But the hard-heartedness of the 
two regimes in power is making it a liability for both peoples, and 
especially for Eritrean refugees.”

https://witness.theguardian.com/assignment/55964f30e4b08f71d0ebaa3d
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